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DAME, FRENCH CARDINAL AND ARCHBISHOP FRANCOIS MARTY 
ASSAILED "MISTAKEN ECONOMIC NOTION" THAT BALANCE OF PAY- 
MENTS CONSIDERATIONS JUSTIFIED FRENCH FOREIGN ARMS 
SALES. HE CHARACTERIZED SUCH SALES AS THE EQUIVALENT OF 
"PLACING ENGINES OF DEATH IN THE HANDS OF OTHERS." 

2. MARTY S COMMENTS, WHICH RECEIVED CONSIDERABLE MEDIA 
CONVERAGE , HAVE ELICITED REACTIONS FROM SEVERAL GOVERN- 
MENT FIGURES INCLUDING PRIME MINISTER CHIRAC AND MINIS- 
TER OF DEFENSE BOURGES. ESSENCE OF THEIR RESPONSE WAS 
THAT WHILE FOREIGN ARMS SALES WERE PERHAPS REGRATTABLE 
IN A MORAL SENSE, THE PROGRAM WAS NECESSARY TO ALLOW 
SUFFICIENT PRODUCTION RUNS SO THAT FRANCE HERSELF COULD 
MAINTAIN AN "INDEPENDENT" DEFENSE POSTURE AND ALOS TO 
PROVIDE A SOURCE OF FRENCH JOBS. BOTH CHIRAC AND 
BOURGES FURTHER JUSTIFIED FRENCH ARMS PROGRAM AS A "NO- 
STRINGS” OUTLET FOR NATIONS ANXIOUS TO MAINTAIN THEIR 
OWN INDEPENDENCE IN DEFENSE MATTERS. 

3. COMMENT : MARTY'S COMMENTS ARE NOTABLE IN THAT 
FRENCH FOREIGN ARMS SALES HAVE TRADITIONALLY ESCAPED 
DOMESTIC CRITICISM. EVEN THE COMMUNISTS PERHAPS DUE TO 
EMPLOYEMNT CNSIDERATIONS, HAVE FOR MOST PART OVERLOOKED 
ARMS SALES IN THEIR REGULAR ATTACKS ON GOVERNMENT 
POLICIES. END COMMENT 
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